yt>     OLD CIVILISATIONS OF THE NEW WORLD
Indians of the same countries to-day, and, scientifi-
cally speaking, the study of the large, impressive
works of the race are far more important than re-
searches in scanty remains of the lower classes.
Although we usually associate the Mayan civiliza-
tion with Yucatan, as a matter of fact the Mayas
occupied the territory from southern Mexico through
Guatemala., Honduras and parts of Salvador, while
outposts or provinces extended as far south as Pana-
ma, and as far north as the Mexican coast at Panuco
where the Huastecas are a distinctively Mayan race.
Moreover, Yucatan was not occupied by the Mayas
until many centuries after their civilization had at-
tained great heights in other localities. In fact, the
Mayan civilization of Yucatan was all of the so-
called "New Empire" which, according to dates in-
scribed upon the monuments and buildings, was
established in Yucatan about 383 to 472 AJX or in
the years 37CO to 3902 of the Mayan calendar, so
that the Yucatan Mayas were, comparatively speak-
ing, quite modern.
Just who the Mayas were, whence they came, when
or where their remarkable culture first appeared, or
where their civilization was first developed are all
mysteries* It has been suggested that the Mayas
were survivors of the semimythical Toltecs, but the
oldest existing remains of Mexico show no resem-
blance to those of the earliest known Mayas. Some
authorities have suggested that the nucleus of the
Mayan civilization was in Chiapas, owing to many
similarities between the Zapotecan and Mayan cul-
tures, but it Is fairly well established that the former
borrowed from both the Mayas and Aztecs, and we